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Britain. From No. 19 to 33, and from 35 to 43, inclusive. 
Presented by the Earl of Lincoln, Chief Commissioner of 
Woods, Works, and Land Revenues. 

Natural History of New York. In 10 vols. 4to, with a 
geological Map accompanying each set. Presented by the 
Legislature of New York. 

Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, held 
at Philadelphia for promoting useful Knowledge. Vol. IX. 
New Series. Part 2. Presented by the Society. 

Transactions of the historical and literary Committee of 
the American Philosophical Society. Vol. III. Parti. Pre- 
sented by the Society. 

Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society for 
January and April, May and August. Presented by the Society. 

A Cast in Plaster of the ancient Harp, called Brien 
Boru's Harp, in the Museum of Trinity College, Dublin. 
Presented by the Provost and Senior Fellows. 

Two heads of Fossil Elks, found at Castleknock. Pre- 
sented by Algernon Preston, Esq. 



March 16. (Stated Meeting.) 

Sir WILLIAM R. HAMILTON, LL.D., President, in 
the Chair. 
The following Report from the Council was read and re- 
ceived, and ordered to be entered in the Minutes : 

During the past year the twentieth volume of the Transactions of 
the Academy, containing Mr. Petrie's long expected paper on the 
Round Towers of Ireland, was published, and delivered to such members 
as were entitled to it. 

The great beauty of this volume, the laborious and extensive re- 
search which it displays, and the approbation with which it has been 
received by the public, will, it is hoped, prove ample compensation to the 
Academy for the delay that unavoidably took place in its publication. 

Although it contains only a portion of Mr. Petrie's essay, the 
Council have recommended, and the recommendation has been adopted 
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by the Academy, that in consideration of its bulk and value, and the 
numerous and beautiful wood-cute which adorn it, the volume be re- 
ceived as acquitting Mr. Petrie of his engagement; but they have de- 
clined entering into any further agreement with him, as to the publication 
of the remainder of the essay. 

In this resolution the Council have also had the concurrence of the 
Academy ; and they may add, that the twentieth volume of the Trans- 
actions has been received with such favour by the members, that it was 
found necessary to order fifty additional copies, over and above the usual 
number which the Academy had originally agreed to take from 
Mr. Petrie, in order to meet the demand of those, not otherwise en- 
titled to it, who desired to obtain it by purchase. 

The twenty-first volume of the Transactions is in progress ; four 
sheets have been printed off in the department of Science, and eleven in 
the department of Polite Literature. 

In the publication of the Proceedings much delay and difficulty 
have been experienced. Two additional parte, however, are ready, and 
are now laid on the table ; but they extend only to July of last year, 
leaving the proceedings of the present session still in arrear. 

One great cause of this delay has been the difficulty of obtaining in 
proper time, from those who read papers before the Academy, the neces- 
sary abstracts of such papers. This throws an immensity of unnecessary 
labour and trouble upon the Editor of the Proceedings; but the Coun- 
cil have now made a rule, which will in a great measure remedy this 
evil ; and they hope that in future there will be nothing to complain of 
on this head. 

During the past year a great number of most important and interest- 
ing papers have been read before the Academy ; and on one occasion 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant was pleased to honour us with his 
presence, when the Rev. Dr. Robinson gave an account of the first 
observations made with Lord Rosse's six-foot reflector. 

The Museum has been fitted up in a manner which has given great 
satisfaction, and has attracted a great number of visiters to the Academy. 
An inventory of its contents has also been commenced, on a plan sug- 
gested by Mr. Clibborn, and is in progress. 

Of the donations to -the Museum during the year, may be noticed the 
singularly interesting specimen of an ancient Irish waxed wooden tablef 
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presented by the Rev. James Spencer Knox ; the valuable collection of an- 
cient Swords, and other antiquities, found in the works of the Dublin and 
Cashel Railway, near Kilmainham, presented by Colonel J. E. Napier 
and the directors of that railway ; and the donation of ancient weapons, 
by the Shannon Commissioners, which are also of very great interest 
and value. The importance of this class of donations, possessing a 
peculiar value from their authenticity, can scarcely be too highly estima- 
ted; and the Council therefore thought it right to address a circular to 
the Directors of the railways now in progress in Ireland, calling their 
attention to this subject, and requesting their co-operation with the 
Academy in the attempt that has been made to establish here a 
public museum of Irish Antiquities. 

The increase of our collection of MSS. has made itnecessary to 
provide for their security; the Council have therefore made rules pre- 
scribing the conditions upon which access to the MSS. is to be hence- 
forth permitted, with a view to the exclusion of such persons as would 
be likely to injure them, or to make an improper or dishonest use of 
their contents. Under this head should be noticed the recovery of two 
of the missing leaves of the Leabhar Breac, which were presented to 
the Academy by Messrs. Hodges and Smith, having been purchased by 
them, along with some other volumes in MS. which they have also 
presented to our library.* 

During the past year friendly communications have been opened 
with the Literary and Scientific Society of Toronto, the Irish Society of 
London, the Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
the Belfast Library and Society for promoting knowledge. 

The Council have now to notice, with regret, the retirement from 
the office of President, of the distinguished gentleman who has for the 
last eight years presided over the Academy. Sir William Hamilton's 
determination to resign a place whose duties he has so long discharged 
with honour to himself and to the Academy, is already well known to 
every member; it was communicated to the Council by a letter received 
by them on the 1 7th of November, which contained also a suggestion 
that the voluntary resignation of the President afforded a favourable 
opportunity for considering, without the infringement of delicacy 

* See their letter in the Proceedings, vol. iii. p. 73. 
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towards an existing President, the expediency of introducing any rules 
of practice with respect to the election of the President, which, in the 
judgment of the Council, might seem desirable. 

The President being by our charter an annual officer, it is of course 
the undoubted right of the Academy to re-elect the same individual as 
often as they think fit; and with this right, as it is a chartered right, 
perhaps not even the Academy itself, could directly interfere. But as a 
majority of the Council were in favour of some limitation, the following 
resolution was communicated to the Academy, on the 23rd ult. : — 

"Resolved, — That the Council are of opinion, that it is not 
expedient that the same person should be elected to the office of Presi- 
dent more than five times in succession." 

In this opinion the Academy at the same meeting expressed their 
concurrence. 

During the past year the distinguished name of William Wordsworth 
was added to our list of Honorary Members; and forty ordinary members 
have been elected during the same period, whose names are as follows: 



J. A. Galbraith, Esq. 
J. Jameson, Esq. 
John F. Waller.Esq. 
C. Bournes, Esq. 
W. C. Dobbs, Esq. 
W. Henn, Esq. 
Digby P. Starkey,Esq. 

B. Wilme, Esq. 
J. Clarridge, Esq. 
Adolphus Cooke, Esq. 
Wyndham Goold, Esq. 
C.K. King, M.D. 

C. W. Williams, Esq. 
James S. Close, Esq. 

D. Conolly, Esq. 
David Moore, esq. 
Rev. Classon Porter, 
James Talbot, Esq. 
The Earl of Enniskillen. 

The Ven. Henry Cotton, D.C.L. 



Rev. JohnConnell. 
John C. Deane, Esq. 
Richard Deasy, Esq. 
Conyngham Ellis, Esq. 
W. Lloyd, M.D. 
A. R. Nugent, Esq. 

E. K. Tenison, Esq. 

F. J. Tyrrell, Esq. 
J. Tuffhell, Esq. 
Richard Cane, Esq. 
R. Franks, Esq. 
Charles W. Levinge, Esq. 
Pierce Moreton, Esq. 
James C. Sherrard, Esq. 
Stephen O' Meagher, Esq. 
Thomas Butler, Esq. 
John T. Evans, M. D. 
Richard R. Madden, Esq. 
Robert C. Williams, M. D. 
Henry W. Massey, Esq. 
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The painful task now remains of recording the names of those who 
have been lost to the Academy during the past yearby death ; amongst 
them will be found two of the oldest Members of the Academy: 
Dr. Whitley Stokes, elected a Member in 1787; and the Hon. Justice 
Johnston, who was elected a Member in 1790. 

Of Dr. Stokes, whose distinguished career is so well known, it will 
be unnecessary to say much. The philanthropic and practical objects 
to which his useful life was devoted, left him but little time for purely 
literary or scientific pursuits, and consequently his nme occurs but 
seldom in the Minutes of the Proceedings of this Academy. But the 
Council cannot permit that name to pass away from the list of Members 
of the Academy, without expressing their respect for the memory of 
one to whose zeal and energy is very mainly to be attributed the 
present flourishing and progressing state of the practical sciences of 
Botany, Mineralogy, Geology, and Zoology, in Dublin and in the 
University.* 

We have also lost our late excellent and active Treasurer, 
Dr. Thomas Herbert Orpen, whose useful life was passed in the constant 
discharge of those benevolent virtues which leave little of incident to be 
recorded in a biographical notice. He commenced practice as a physician 
in Dublin, in 1803, about which period he took the regular medical 
degrees in the University, having previously studied at Edinburgh ; and 
the charitable institutions of Dublin engaged a great portion of his time 
and attention. For a great part of his life he kept a diary of the 
weather, noting the heights of the barometer and thermometer, and the 
direction and intensity of the wind, twice every day. These observa- 
tions, which extend through a period of thirty-five years, are now in the 
Academy's library. 

The names of the remaining deceased Members, with the dates of 
their elections, are as follows: — 

1816, George Kiernan, Esq. 

1824, Hugh Ferguson, M. D. 

1829, John Houston, M.B. 

1836, Thomas Arthur, Esq. 

* A brief Memoir of Dr. Stokes has appeared in the Dublin University 
Magazine, for August, 1845. 
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1844, The Most Noble the Marquis of Downshire. 

1845, Robert S. Bradshaw, Esq. 
„ Thomas. Davis, Esq. 

„ Sir Richard Franklin, 

There are therefore . now on the books of the Academy, 162 life 
Members, and 203 annual Members. 



The President delivered the following Address : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen of the Royal Irish Academy, — 
Although it is, I believe, well known to most, perhaps to all, of you, 
that it has been for a considerable time my wish and intention to retire 
this evening from the Chair to which, in 1837, your kindness called me, 
on the still lamented event of the death of my distinguished predecessor, 
the late admirable Doctor Lloyd, and in which your continuing confi- 
dence has since replaced me on eight successive occasions, yet a few 
parting words from me may be allowed, perhaps expected; and I 
should wish to offer them, were it only to guard against the possibility 
of any one's supposing that I look upon my thus retiring from your 
Chair as a step unimportant to myself, or as one which might be taken 
by me with indifference, or without deliberation. It was under no 
hasty impulse that I resolved to retire from the office of your President 
into the ranks of your private members, nor was it lightly that I deter- 
mined to lay down the highest honour of my life. 

" My reasons have been stated in an Address delivered in another 
place, at a meeting of some members of your body. They are, briefly, 
these : that after the expiration of several years, I have found the duties of 
the office press too heavily upon my energies, indeed, of late, upon my 
health, when combined with other duties; and that I have felt the anxieties 
of a concentrated responsibility — exaggerated, perhaps, by an ardent or 
excitable temperament — tend more to distract my thoughts from the calm 
pursuits of study, than I can judge to be desirable or right in itself, or 
consistent with the full redeeming of those pledges which I may be con- 
sidered to have long since given, as an early Contributor to your 
Transactions. 

" When I look back on the aspirations with which first I entered 
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